Frequently Asked Questions - J.S. Smith
FAQ #12 – Is Genesis 1 true?


In this age of deified, but oddly atheistic science, can the account of creation reported by Moses in Genesis be perceived as accurate? 

The scriptural account proclaims without reservation “In the beginning God created the heavens and the Earth.” Over a period of six days, Jehovah is credited with speaking light and life into existence through his own miraculous power. On the sixth day, it is stated that God created animals and human beings, a grouping that would include our most ancient ancestors and the dinosaurs that once wore the bones that are regularly found in west Texas and on every continent. Yet modern science, which is supposed to be based on observation, hypothesizes forcefully that man and dinosaur never coexisted and that the Earth is billions of years older than it could possibly be through the most liberal computation of Bible dating. 

Most religious people in America have bent their understanding of the Bible to obey the edicts of scientists, even though the scientific estimate of the Earth’s age is constantly evolving. The children of Christians are regularly taught that the Earth is billions of years old and that man and dinosaur lived millions of years apart. The creation account of Genesis 1 is considered “flat Earth” dogma in our schools, in spite of the fact that a belief in atheistic evolution requires at least as much “faith” as believing in creation. Faith in man, that is. 

If Genesis 1 conflicts with the assumptions of science, which should prevail? Many brethren suggest reinterpreting the scripture so that it bends to scientific estimates. The six-day creation week is padded with million year nights or the days themselves are reconstituted as eras. Some cry that such a process commits no foul, but at the very least, it suggests a surrender of Truth to the world. 

Miracles themselves are rejected by science and yet one cannot be a Christian without believing in them (First Corinthians 15:12-13, John 20:30-31). If God could create Adam with the appearance of an adult on his birthday, could he not mold the Earth the same way, giving it an appearance of advanced age so that it would function for its inhabitants immediately?

Those of firm faith will never reject the foundation of God’s relationship with mankind just to make nice with the world. 

1. According to Genesis 1:1-2, what was the condition of the Earth as God began his work? Are all three persons of the Godhead present? Even Jesus (Colossians 1:16, John 1:10)?
The earth was without form and was void and darkness was on the face of the deep. God’s spirit hovered over the face of the waters. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are all present as creation commences.


2. Read Job 38. In this passage, what is God’s point? Think!
God is rebuking Job’s impertinence as he ponders the universe and his own place in it. God tries to show him how limited his knowledge really is. Men today who endeavor to attribute the universe to chance or evolution are just as foolish.


3. Is there anything in this text at all to indicate that the days were not literal, consecutive 24-hour days? Is there anything to lead the reader to believe that millions of years could have existed in between the days, or that the days could have lasted millions of years themselves?
There is nothing there to give credence to theistic evolution or other extra-biblical theories like the Gap Theory or Day-Age Theory.

4. Consider Matthew 19:4. When was man created? Could this have been billions of years after creation commenced? Why or why not?
Man was created “at the beginning,” according to Christ. It is no logical that God could describe an event billions of years after creation as being at the beginning; instead it would be characterized as “nearer the end.”



5. Consider Psalm 19:1-3. How do the heavens declare the glory of God? See also Romans 1:18-21.
The universe shows undeniable evidence of intelligent design, a fact that even scientists are beginning to embrace.

6. Miracles are hard for modern people to accept and creation is the broadest miracle of them all. List a few other miracles that Christians must believe.
The resurrection of Christ, the plenary inspiration of the scriptures, the resurrection and judgment of all men

7. What is true of those who deny the existence of God and his power to create, according to Psalm 14:1? 
It is a fool who tells himself that there is no God, when the evidence is clearly to the contrary.

8. What does the Genesis historian mean that man was made in God’s image (1:27)?
Reason, self-consciousness, moral sense, free will, immortality.

